INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
still more directly selected individually and in their own
persons by some Scholarship Examination, and by some
discerning headmaster who saw them as clever enough to
be put in for such an examination. The Latin course was
a stiff one, and those who did well in it almost invariably
showed ability in various walks of life later—but not
because of the Latin. Rather, because of their own innate
intellect, which had enabled them to shine both here and
there, both in Latin class and in Parliament According
to this view, indeed, the Latin course is a prolonged intelli-
gence test discovering intelligence of a high order, not
making it. And could it have been discovered otherwise
and in shorter time (as may perhaps be done some day by
" Intelligence Tests"), the time spent on Latin might
better have been given to some more directly useful training,
closer in its nature to the work to be done in later life.
This argument leaves out of count, of course, the claims
of Latin to inclusion for other reasons, such as giving
training for leisure rather than for work It is directed
only at the claim that Latin " strengthens thv^ intellect "
But it is time that we turned to experiments designed
specifically to test whether training does really transfer.
In their earlier forms, some twenty-five years ago, such
researches contained numerous experimental errors, but
many of these have been corrected, and the form which
such an experiment in more recent years has usually taken
is somewhat like this.
Two groups of persons (usually school children) are
chosen, one of which is presently to be subjected to intensive
training in a definite material (say memorising lists of
nonsense syllables—a definitely useless procedure, but one
presumably training " the memory," if such an entity
exists); while the other, called the " control group," is
not to have any such training. Let us suppose that we
wish to ascertain whether learning such lists of nonsense
syllables will cause an improvement in the power to learn
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